Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MADRID 00825 0607 15Z 
12 

ACTION EUR- 1 2 

INEO OCT-OI AE-06 NEA-09 ISO-00 10-10 SAM-01 CIAE-00 

DODE-00 PM-03 H-01 INR-07 L-02 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /083 W 

049490 

R051704ZEEB 75 
PM AMEMBASSY MADRID 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1000 
INEO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY LISBON 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USCINCEUR 
USUN NY 460 

CONPIDENTIAL MADRID 825 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PBOR, SP, MO 

SUBJECT: INITIAL SPANISH REACTION TO MOROCCAN CLAIMS 
TO PRESIDIOS 

1. MOROCCAN REQUEST TO UN TO DECLARE SPANISH PRESIDIOS 

ON NORTH AFRICAN COAST NONSELF-GOVERNING TERRITORIES HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED WITH SURPRISE, ALARM AND NEAR UNANIMOUS 
INDIGNATION IN SPANISH MEDIA AND OPPICIAL CIRCLES. UN 
CORRESPONDENT OF NATIONAL MOVEMENT DAILY "ARRIBA" 
CHARACTERIZED MOROCCAN MOVE AS "AUDACIOUS GESTURE, 
INCONCEIVABLE IN MODERN HISTORY." LIBERAL APTERNOON 
MADRID DAILY "INPORMACIONES 'CALLS MOROCCAN MOVE A NEW 
"ESCALATION", CONSIDERING IT ONE MORE MANEUVER IN THE 
"MOROCCAN CHESS GAME OP ADVANCING DEMAND ALTER DEMAND". 
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2. EDITORIAL COMMENT IN SEVERAL PAPERS SPECULATED THAT 
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MOVE WAS ONE MORE EFEORT BY HASSAN TO SAVE HIS 
DETERIORATING INTERNAL POLITICAL SITUATION OR PROMOTE 
HIS INTERNATIONAL STATUS. WHILE CONFIDENT GOS WOULD 
RESPOND EFEECTIVELY TO MOROCCAN CLAIM, EDITORIAL IN 
CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC "YA" ADMITS THAT MOROCCO HAS 
RAISED ISSUE AT GOOD PSYCHOLOGICAL MOMENT IN VIEW OE 
THIRD WORLD DOMINATION OF UN AND ITS SUPPORT FOR 
DECOLONIZATION. EOLLOW-UP ERONT-PAGE EDITORIAL IN 
''ARRIBA"RECALS MOROCCAN PERFIDIES TOWARD SPAIN SINCE 
1956 INDEPENDENCE, SEEING CLAIM TO PRESIDIOS AS 
DEMAGOGIC EEEORT BY HASSAN TO OUT-MANEUVER INTERNAL 
OPPOSITION OR TO APPEAL TO INTERNATIONAL GALLERIES. 
"ARRIBA" CONCLUDES THAT EOR SPAIN, CEUTA, AND MELILLA 
ARE "SACRED '-EVEN THOUGH UN MAY ORDER OTHERWISE. 

3. SEVERAL MAIOR DAILIES CARRIED BACKGROUND ARTICLES 
ON PROBABLE PROCEDURES IN UN COMMITTEE OE 24 AND 
SPECULATIVE ARTICLES ON LIKELY GOS TACTICS AT UN. 

PRESS ALSO CARRIED BACKGROUNDERS DETAILING HISTORICAL 
BASIS OE SPAIN'S POSSESSION OF PRESIDIOS AND STRESSING 
THEIR EULLY SPANISH CHARACTER. 

4. CORTES DEPUTY INTERRUPTED NORMAL DEBATES TO 
INTRODUCE INEORMAL RESOLUTION TAKING NOTE OE HASSAN'S 
CLAIMS TO THE ENTIRELY SPANISH CITIES OE CEUTA-MELLILLA. 
RESOLUTION AFEIRMS SPAIN'S ADHESION TO CEUTA-MELILLA, 
AND APPEALS EOR THE RESTORATION OF SPAIN OF 'THE 
SPANISH CITY " OP GIBRALTAR. MPA OPPICIAL TOLD AN EMBOPF 
THAT FOREIGN MINISTER AND UNDER SECRETARY AND OTHERS 
HAD HAD URGENT HIGH LEVEL MEETING ON SAHARA AND NORTH 
APRICA AFTERNOON OP FEB 4 BUT GAVE NO INDICATION 

OP DECISIONS ADOPTED. MPR OPPICIAL COMMENTED THAT 
MOROCCAN STEP RAISES GRAVE PROBLEM WHICH WILL 
REQUIRE MORE "ENERGETIC " SPANISH RESPONSES THAN IN THE 
PAST. HE ADDED THAT MOROCCANS WERE ENCOURAGED TO TAKE 
THIS BOLD STEP BY WHAT THEY INTERPRETED AS "SIGNS 
OP SUPPORT OF BIG POWERS", INCLUDING SUPPORT AT UNGA 
AND US DECISION TO SELL THEM ARMS AT CRITICAL POINT 
DURING DISPUTE WITH SPAIN OVER SAHARA. 
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5. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH ATTACHES FOLLOWING 
MOROCCAN MOVE, SPANISH MILITARY OPPICERS GENERALLY 
STRESSED POINT THAT, UNLIKE SAHARA, PRESIDIOS ARE 
INALIENABLE PART OP SPAIN. THEY ADDED THAT SPAIN 
INTENDS TO WITHDRAW PROM SAHARA BUT THAT IT WILL NEVER 
WITHDRAW PROM SPANISH ENCLAVES. 

EATON 
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